A message from Cowra-Japan ties
Consul Isao Omae
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Both parties expressed their willingness to enhance
cooperation in the lead up to the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the "Cowra Break-out" next year.

On 5 August 1944, 238 people, including four
Australian military personnel, were killed when
Japanese prisoners of war (POWSs) attempted a
mass escape from the local POW camp in an
incident known as the "Cowra Break-out".
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you to everyone who has helped me
during my time here and hope that
we may meet again.

Dsaa Omae At the courtesy call in May

Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting—PALM 8

Leaders from Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia,
Republic of Fiji, French Polynesia, Republic of Kiribati, Republic of Marshall
Islands, Republic of Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Republic of
Niue, Republic of Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu gathered in lwaki, Fukushima, Japan on 18 and
19 May 2018 for the Eighth Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM 8).

Japan has been hosting PALM every three years since 1997, providing a
forum for leaders to openly discuss various issues such as the challenges
regarding their small size and land distribution over a wide area, distance
from major international markets, and the vulnerability to natural disasters
and climate change.

Australia was represented by the Minister for International Development and
the Pacific, Senator the Hon. Concetta Fierravanti-Wells. During her visit to
Japan for PALM 8, Minister Fierravanti-Wells paid a courtesy call on Japan'’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Taro Kono (17 May).

Minister for International Development and the
Pacific Concetta Fierravanti-Wells and Minister for
Foreign Affairs Taro Kono

For further details about PALM 8 including statements and a video see:
www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/ocn/page25e_000190.html
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